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SUBJECT: INTEREST IN NIGERIA BY HUGHES HELICOPTERS 

1 . LOS ANGELES BASED SALES MANAGER FOR HELICOPTER 
DIVISION OF HUGHES AIRCRAFT CORP. VISITED AF/W DEC. 3 
TO DISCUSS NIGERIA IN GENERAL AND AS MARKET FOR HELI- 
COPTERS AND TO INQUIRE ABOUT US-NIGERIAN POLITICAL 
RELATIONS. HE SAID HUGHES HELICOPTERS HAD NEVER DONE 
BUSINESS IN NIGERIA BUT IS NOW TAKING SERIOUS LOOK AT 
THAT MARKET (AMONG OTHERS IN AFRICA) AND MAY MAKE 
FAMILIARIZATION VISIT. HUGHES REP DESCRIBED RELATIVELY 
SMALL HELICOPTERS MADE BY HIS COMPANY AND SAID THEY 
COULD BE ADAPTED FOR MANY PURPOSES, INCLUDING AGRI 
CULTURE AND MILITARY USES. HE SHOWED INTEREST IN 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT NIGERIAN AIR FORCE AND HISTORY 
OF US SALES TO NIGERIAN ARMED FORCES. DEPOFF SAID HE 
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OF THESE KINDS OF HELICOPTERS TO ARMED FORCES IN AFRICA AND 
WAS THEREFORE UNABLE COMMENT WHETHER DEPARTMENT WOULD OR 
WOULD NOT APPROVE EVENTUAL MILITARY SALES. HUGHES REP 
SAID HE UNDERSTOOD. 

2. FOLLOWING HUGHES CALL, DEPOFF DISCUSSED ISSUE WITH 
OTHER INTERESTED OFFICES. POSSIBLE SALE OF HUGHES HELI- 
COPTERS DOES NOT RAISE SAME ISSUE AS PROPOSED SALE OF 
A-7 ATTACK AIRCRAFT WHICH WE OPPOSE. SHOULD COMPANY 
RAISE ISSUE WITH EMBASSY, IT SHOULD BE TOLD BEST 
APPROACH FOR DETERMINING USG VIEW IS FOR US FIRM TO 
REQUEST ADVISORY OPINION FROM STATE'S OFFICE OF 
MUNITIONS CONTROL. 

ROBINSON 
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